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Synopsis

Salt of the Earth is the heartwarming biography of Hieromonk Isidore (1814 1908), the great Elder of
Gethsemane Hermitage in Russia.Radiant with Christ-like love and childlike simplicity, Elder Isidore
lived in another world, yet kept both feet firmly planted on the ground. He was one of those whom
Christ called the salt of the earth (Matt. 5:13) a repository of the rare otherworldly savor of ancient
Christianity.In Salt of the Earth, both the life and personality of Elder Isidore have been captured
with remarkable clarity by the Elder s spiritual son, New Martyr Paul Florensky ( 1937). He takes the
reader directly into Fr. Isidore s world, so that by the time the book is finished, the Elder is already a
dear friend.This revised second edition contains additional material on the Elder by Metropolitan

Benjamin (Fedchenkov).
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Customer Reviews

You only need to read this book to find a friend you can cherish for life. His very life will humble you
and lift you up and make you smile all at the same time. Soon you will realise that the elder would
happily welcome you into his life and that he would show his love and share his wisdom with you.
You may find your heart radiating loving heat and joy as you get to know Elder Isidore.When |
realise how hard I've gotten (yet again) | dig through my books to find Salt of the Earth. Elder Isidore
will show you Christ.l pray you find the same in Elder Isidore. Also don’t be surprised if this book
leads you on to another and another. Enjoy your journey.btw, this is the third time I've bought this

book for myself, the others being so tattered. This is the only book I've bought more than one copy



of besides the Bible.

This is one of the most beautiful books | have ever reaad... It must be read to be experienced. (|
cried at the end of this book, and | am not a weepy person!) Definitely worth owning a few copies,

because you will want to lend it to people -- who will probably not want to give it back.

Paul Florensky, also known as the "Russian Leonardo da Vinci" has produced a wonderfully written
account of the life of a Christian Elder (known in the ancient Orthodox world as a Staretz or
Geronda). Florensky provides intimate details of his experiences with Elder Isidore, including his
humble cell, his endless generosity, his love for all living creations, his asceticism, advice, favorite
prayers, and many miracles. Packed with gems, this is a book you will want to read again. If you like
it as much as me, you'll also love "Athonite Fathers and Athonite Matters" which is another book

containing the lives of numerous other inspiring Elders of Christianity.

The author himself is regarded a saint--who was a one of the greatest and most highly regarded
Russian intellects during the period of the communist oppression, while at the same time a devout
and humble Orthodox priest, who found the living truth in the life of this "fool-for Christ’s sake", the
reclusive monk Isidore. There is an introductory section on Fr Florensky, and then his simple, but
beautifully constructed tribute to this obscure personage, completely invisible to the world, who
perhaps never would otherwise have been known. This is one of those occasional books that | read

in a borrowed copy, but then am compelled to buy to share with a friend.

A simple and beautiful account of an encounter with a simple and beautiful man. Glory be to God.

Being Russian Orthodox | enjoy reading/studying information on Orthodoxy.
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